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Messe Pour Les Convents Francois Couperin (1668-1733)
Premier Couplet du Kyrie - Plein Jeu 
2e Couplet du Kyrie - Fugue sur la Trompette
Recit de Chromhorne
4th Couplet du Kyrie – Trio a 2 dessus de Chromhorne et la basse de Tierce
5e et dernier Couplet du Kyrie - Dialogue
Offertoire sur les grands jeux
Elevation - Tierce en Taille
Agnus Dei 
Dernier Couplet d’Agnus Dei - Dialogue sur les grands jeux

Hommage à Frescobaldi   Jean Langlais (1907-1997)
Prélude au Kyrie 
De Profundis
Offertoire
Mon âme cherche une fin paisible
Communion
Fantaisie

This program presents selected music inspired by the Mass, comparing the works of French baroque composer, 
Francois (the Great) Couperin, and French 20th century composer, Jean Langlais. Couperin’s Kyrie couplets 

do not contain the Kyrie chant, but were written to be performed in the Mass, alternating with the sung Kyrie (Lord 
have Mercy). Typical of early French writing, Couperin’s compositions exploit the variety of sounds available in 
the pipe organ, rather than carrying the meaning of the text. However, Couperin’s Elevation dramatically conveys 
the magic of this mystical moment during the Mass, when the consecrated bread and wine are raised and shown 
to the congregants preliminary to Communion, one of the most holy moments of the service.

Like Couperin, Langlais features the huge variety of tone colors available in the organ in his compositions. In 
Prelude on the Kyrie, Langlais dramatically places the Kyrie chant melody in the pedal, against the rich harmonies 
played by the hands. His programmatic setting of De Profundis (Out of the depths, I call to Thee) aptly portrays 
despair and angst. Mon âme cherche une fin paisible (My soul longs to depart in peace) musically depicts the anguish 
of longing, followed by the peaceful departure of the soul. Fantaisie brings a celebratory close to the service, 
featuring the chant, Ite missa est (Go, you are dismissed).
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